The Superpowers and the Middle East

two countries together. First was the Shafrs growing desire in
recent vears to demonstrate that, despite the massive outpour-
in 0 of American aid, he was not a catspaw of the West. The
second element was Teheran's growing dissatisfaction with the
terms of U.S. military aid. As Iran grew more prosperous, the
United States began phasing out direct grants of military equip-
ment. It agreed to continue selling arms to the Shah, but at
prices and interest rates on credit that the Iranians considered
too high- These factors, infer alia, prompted Iran to normalize
her relations with the Soviet Union.

Soviet relations with Turkey manifested the same tendency
toward accomodation as in the case of Iran.    The so-called
Turkish revolution of May 1960, had signalled a serious Soviet
attempt to improve relations. Socialist trends in Turkey came
to be looked upon in terms similar to that of Arab socialism;
tin-Marxian but  still  deserving of Soviet  support because  it
opposed capitalism. Moreover, the withdrawal of U.S. missiles
from the Turkish soil in 1964 was looked upon with satisfac-
tion by the Soviet Union and it made a dramatic move in the
early part of 1965 to befriend Turkey by endorsing the latter's
stand in favour of a federal solution in Cyprus.54 The primary
Soviet interest concerning Cyprus was to see that the island
did not turn into a Western military base aligned to NATO.
On her part, Turkey, though still loyal to NATO and to its
American connection, had become increasingly restive and was
seeking a more independent   policy and   hence   welcomed the
Soviet friendly gesture. By contrast, the lack of U.S. support
for Turkey's aspirations in respect of Cyprus resulted in con-
siderable disappointment in Ankara and, perhaps, played a part
in bringing about its rapprochement with Moscow.

constituted a basic departure from Khrushchev's earlier support
to President Makarios and the Greek Cypriote in their fighting against the
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